
Our Big Conversation 2026

Agenda
09:00	 Registration, coffee and networking

09:30	� Welcome and opening remarks      
Christine McGrath, Managing Director, Wessex Health Partners

Session 1	� Keynote Address  
Chair: Professor William Rosenberg, Chair, Wessex Health Partners

09:40	� Keynote Address: Rural and Coastal Health: Research, Innovation, and Collaboration 
Professor Sir Chris Whitty, Chief Medical Officer for England

10:10	� Keynote Panel: Wessex Voices - Evidence, Innovation and Experience 
Professor William Rosenberg, Chair, Wessex Health Partners (Chair) 
Nicola Bent, Chief Executive Officer, Health Innovation Wessex 
Dr Lara Alloway, Chief Medical Officer, NHS Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Professor Mel Hughes, Professor of Social Work, Bournemouth University 
Siobhan Lennon-Pearce, Inclusive Research Lead, The Lantern Trust 
Dr Bernie Marden, Chief Medical Officer, NHS Somerset

10:45 - 11:15	 Coffee, networking and poster walkthrough

Session 2	� Parallel Sessions: Place‑Based Health Transformation: Aligning Research and 
Innovation with Policy, Insight and Activations

11:15 - 12:15	� Group 1; Neighbourhood Health: Policy, Reality, Opportunity 
Josie Teather-Lovejoy, Associate Director of Primary Care Transformation, NHS Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight 

11:15 - 12:15	� Group 2; Prevention in Practice: Optimising Outcomes using Person Activation and 
Tailored Support 
Janine Ord, Head of  Population Health Management, NHS Dorset 
Joanne Wilson, Strategic Lead for Prevention, NHS Dorset

11:15 - 12:15	� Group 3; Community Insight, Community Impact: Research for Rural & Coastal 
Wellbeing 
Kathryn Loughnan, Director of Partnerships, Research and Influence, Help and Care

11:15 - 12:15	� Group 4; NIHR Strategy & Policy Updates: Accelerating research delivery in community 
and wider care settings 
Chris Voisey, Head of Research Delivery and Support for Wider Care Settings, South West 
Central Regional Research Delivery Network 
Rebecca Croucher, Head of Research Delivery for Wider Care Settings, South Central 
Regional Research Delivery Network

12:15 - 13:15	 Lunch, networking and poster walkthrough



Our Big Conversation 2026

Agenda
Session 3	 Parallel Sessions: From Insight to Impact

13:15 - 14:15	� Group 5; Evidence to Adoption; Policy, Innovation and Levers 
Professor Catherine Bowen, Director, NIHR Applied Research Collaboration Wessex 
Cheryl Davies, Senior Programme Manager - Innovation Adoption, Health Innovation Wessex

13:15 - 14:15	� Group 6; UKRI Future Health and Research Missions  
Katherine Freeman, Head of Healthcare Technologies, UK Research and Innovation / 
Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council 

13:15 - 14:15	� Group 7; Young People’s futures in a coastal community: an interactive session 
Professor Mary Barker, Professor of Psychology and Behavioural Science, University of 
Southampton 
Professor  Kathryn Woods-Townsend, LifeLab Programme Director, University of Southampton

13:15 - 14:15	� Group 8; Community of Practice: Introduction to Research, Innovation and Strategic 
Commissioning  
Sarah Chessell, Head of Research and Innovation, NHS Dorset 
Katherine Baker, Senior Research Lead, NHS Hampshire and Isle of Wight

Session 4	� Rural and Coastal Health Research - Impact, Excellence and Closing Reflections 
Chair:  Dr Tim Exell, WHP Academic Director, University of  Portsmouth

14:15	 (movement time)

14:20	� Rising with the Tide: The Coastal Navigators’ Network  
Nicholas Werran, National Programme Director, The Coastal Navigators’ Network

14:40	� Doing cancer trials fairer and faster in the NHS 
Professor Peter Johnson, National Clinical Director for Cancer, NHS England

15:00	� Poster Prizes - Presented by Professor Saul Faust, WHP Academic Director, University of 
Southampton, Michelle Holmes, WHP Academic Director, Health Sciences University, Helen 
Sloan, Patient, Public and Community representative, Wessex Health Partners

15:20	� Closing Remarks 
Professor William Rosenberg, Chair, Wessex Health Partners 
Christine McGrath, Managing Director,  Wessex Health Partners

15:30	 Coffee and networking

16:30	 Close


